STUDENT DRUG TESTING BEST PRACTICE
CRITERIAFOR THEUSE OF TITLE IV, SAFE &
DRUG FREE SCHOOLS & COMMUNITIES FUNDS

Student drug testing is a controversia issue. It has been found to be an effective
method of identifying and referring students who test positive for drugs. It has
also been found to be effective in reducing the number of students with drug use
infractions at school. Care must be taken that certain stud or groups not be
discriminated against in the use of drug testing. It has challenged in the
courts on the basis of the Fourth Amendment to the itution’ s Bill of Rights:
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Best practices for student drug testing programming would include (not all -
inclusive):
? An adequate referral and support system, including a strong Student
Assistance Professional (SAP) and/or CARE Team in the school and
treatment agencies in the community (or nearby).



? Clear policies and protocols regarding student drug testing, parental
notification, and student support and consequences as a result of positive
drug testing results, reviewed by legal counsel and adopted by the local
school board.

? Fosters a safe and drug free learning environment that supports academic
achievement.

? Addresses ATOD (alcohol, tobacco and other drugs) use through a strong,
integrated curricular approach.

? Prevents or reduces violence; the use, possession and distribution of
illegal drugs and delinquency.
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